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Is Summer the Best Season for Church?Is Summer the Best Season for Church?
Mac’s Meanderings
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For a number of years now, both here in PA and in my time as pastor in
NC, I’ve had a strong feeling that summer is THE BEST season for
church and faith. 
 

Why do I say this? 
 

I feel like people are hanging on for dear life in the fall. Everyone gets
slammed with everything from work to school to sports leagues and
more. Sometimes it’s November before people get a grip on a new
rhythm because things are so hectic. 

This is why I love summer for church and faith. It seems to me that individuals and families finally have
some room in their schedule to breathe. While I would want all seasons to have windows for people to
make room for their Christian faith and spiritual rhythms, I believe summer is the best time to create and
begin spiritual practices. It’s a time to make space for spiritual grounding to listen for Christ’s call in your
life; to re-evaluate what is important and what keeps you sane. 
 

The church offers lots of things in the summer that allow you to focus on the priority of Christian
discipleship. This newsletter is filled with them. And why should it be a priority? I have tons of reasons:

At your core you are a child of God.
It is God who has provided you with any good thing, so it makes sense to carve out time to thank
God for what is good in your life.
Focusing on growth in our faith helps us see what is most important in life.
Becoming spiritually literate makes us hungry for God in our life.
God created us to be in community and the church is filled with amazing people who help us see
God more fully.

Just in June, July and August all sorts of things happened and will happen to deepen our faith: 

8 different Growth Groups reading James Martin’s Jesus Pilgrimage book
14 people on pilgrimage to Scotland/England
35 adults at Summer Spiritual Renewal focused on the great hymns of the church
55 children coming to VBS with 37 volunteer leaders
14 High Schoolers headed to Montreat Summer Conference
Middle Schoolers gearing up for summer mission week
New people leading worship through summer choir
All of us worshiping together at one service at 9:30 a.m. every Sunday!

 

I encourage you to use the breathing space of summer to celebrate God’s gift of life so when things get
wild in the fall, your schedule doesn’t become your god, but the God of the universe does!
 
May it be so,



Financial CornerFinancial Corner

-- Linda Cacossa (Clerk of Session) & Mac Schafer (Pastor & Moderator of Session)

The Session had their stated meeting on June 22nd. The following took place:

This was the first official meeting with the new class of elders.
Deacon Moderator Steve Quist came to Session to give elders an update on ongoing
and new Deacon ministries.

Deacons are now present at memorial services to greet guests, give directions,
provide hospitality and support the families.
Deacons are now sending quarterly grief booklets to members who have had a
loss of a loved one.
Deacons will be having a retreat in October to talk about the topic of listening
with Doylestown Hospital Director of Pastoral Care Rev. Maggie Ainslie.
The Deacons may partner with Connections Committee to put on an educational
event in ‘26-‘27.
Deacons are now providing inspirational booklets on a variety of subjects to help
individuals heal mind, body and spirit. They are  available in a display case on the
bridge.
A Deacon will come to Session every other month to report in the upcoming year.

Session approved 4 baptisms.
Session approved having Nate Stucky of Princeton Theological Seminary Farminary
(https://ptsem.edu/academics/departments/farminary/) facilitate an off-campus
event on October 16th called "Wine and the Word."
Session was informed that the Presbytery of Philadelphia has approved the new
lease agreements for Building Blocks Learning Center and Jazzercise.
Five elders were approved to serve as commissioners at the Stated meeting of
Presbytery on July 25th at Salt & Light Church in Philadelphia.
Session will not meet for a stated meeting in July.

June 2026 June 2026 
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Church Financial Update: May 2026
1. Budget

Total Income to Date (YTD): $720.584 (Budget: $641,701)
Total Expenses to Date (YTD): $715,759 (Budget: $711,203)

2. Ministry Impact
In May, we supported financially - and with dozens of volunteers - the Feed My
Starving Children mobile packing that will benefit many starving children around the
world.
Completed another amazing program year that was full of fellowship, ministry and fun.
Paid a deposit on the new AC system for the first floor sanctuary building so that we
can be comfortable in the summer months as we learn and grow.

Thank you for your continued faithfulness to the ministry of Doylestown Presbyterian
Church.

For a detailed financial report, please contact Linay Richards, Director of Finances and
Operations.

The Gabale Family
June 28

https://ptsem.edu/academics/departments/farminary/


St. Cuthbert’s Way Pilgrimage
From June 3rd to 14th, 14 members and friends of DPC went

on a pilgrimage from Melrose, Scotland to Lindisfarne,
England along St. Cuthbert’s Way. This was a 68 mile trek

along the ancient border of these two countries. The first six
days were hiking. The longest day was 17 miles. The shortest 7

miles. The group spent two days on the holy island of
Lindesfarne worshipping, enjoying creation, learning history,
exploring the island and sharing in fellowship. On June 12th
they went on a boat trip to the Farne Islands, now a summer
bird nesting sanctuary, but also the ancient home to hermit

St. Cuthbert. 

The group concluded their pilgrimage at Durham Cathedral. The cathedral was built for the remains
of St. Cuthbert. Our final activity there was a meeting with the director of their new pilgrimage center,

a tour of the cathedral and a moving morning prayer service at the grave of St. Cuthbert.
During this time, groups of hometown hikers gathered at local parks and shared the same devotions

with those overseas as part of the Parallel “Back Home” Walking Groups!
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To see a huge collection of photos
from the pilgrimage - as well as

some pics from the “Back Home”
groups, scan the this code, or

CLICK HERE

https://www.dtownpc.org/st-cuthberts-way-pilgrimage/


St. Cuthbert’s Way Pilgrimage
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When I reflect on the pilgrimage hike along St. Cuthbert’s Way, I’m full of
gratitude. I’m thankful to have had the opportunity to do it, for the fair weather
that we had, and for the fact that all of us made it successfully with just some
of the usual expected aches and pains.

This experience, just like a journey of faith, followed a path from listening, to
deciding, then doing. There were some questions and doubts of course (What
to bring? Where would we sleep? How would our bodies hold up? Would there
be bathrooms?).  Along the way we met wonderful people, made new
friendships, leaned on the support and prayers of others who were supporting
us, and learned a lot of new things. 

Reflections

I pray that wherever you are you remain open and receptive to opportunities that can challenge and excite you.
That may not be a pilgrimage hike… it may simply be something right where you are – a mission project, small group,
committee, a visit to someone who needs it. If you hear that call in some way, hopefully you can make the decision
to do it and receive the support and fellowship of others along the way. 

By DPC Member Chris Kauffman

While strenuous in the steep ascents and descents of the gorgeous rolling hills and the rugged terrain in
Scotland and England, walking along St. Cuthbert’s Way was also exhilarating, both physically and mentally.
I found myself in awe of and in deep appreciation of all I experienced. During each of the six days of walking,
I reflected on what I was seeing in God’s creation, what I was feeling in walking mile after mile in conditions
at times difficult and at others blissfully peaceful and serene, my overwhelming feelings were gratitude, joy,
and awe. I am filled with gratitude for Mac and Katy for sharing the experience; for God’s hand in placing me
on the journey; and for the ability to thoroughly enjoy, appreciate, and receive all the pilgrimage brought to
me in that time and since as I remain open to continued receiving and contemplation. 

The times of solitude in the breathtaking beauty of our surroundings, knowing St. Cuthbert and others
walked those same paths many centuries before as they sought to spread God’s Word, drew me closer to
God, strengthened my trust in and reliance on Him, and illuminated an awareness of what God is revealing
to me. While I dearly miss all I saw, felt, and experienced on St. Cuthbert’s Way, I am grateful for the ongoing
opportunity to release, receive, and continue to reflect as I return in each instance to daily life. 

By DPC Member Jill Kelly-Eberts

As with every new adventure there were uphill challenges, obstacles in the path (for us it was sheep and cows),
unmarked trails and forks in the path, but the reward of beautiful expansive views were breathtaking and fulfilling.

I am endlessly grateful to have participated in the pilgrimage on St.
Cuthbert’s Way. Having an extended amount of time to walk both
with others and in solitude, communing with God in a place so rich in
Christian history was truly a gift. Getting away from the day-to-day
of life and intentionally focusing on what God may be urging me to
release, what it is He would have me receive, and how then to return
and weave what I received into my life was an experience I cherish. 
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Earth CareEarth Care
CommitteeCommittee  
Earth Care
Committee 

A CALENDAR‌ ‌
FROM DPC’S 

DPC’s Earth Care Committee invites you to participate in the Plastic Free July Challenge at www.plasticfreejuly.org.
With all the single use plastic items that go into our waste streams, there are alternatives. You can be part of the
solution.

http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/


It was an often exhilarating, always inspiring
2025-2026 at DPC. As we thank our outgoing

class of leaders and welcome our new ones, it
is always meditative and joyous to take a look
back at the last 12 months - and the efforts to
be a bridge for Christ and a beacon of His love.

The Annual Report offers a glimpse of all the
ministries here at DPC. To view a digital copy
of the report, CLICK HERE. Printed copies are

available in the church office or at both
entrances to the sanctuary. 

“I’m sure I am not the only one who would say that
attending “The Church Sings” in June was a real
joy both spiritually and intellectually. One of my
dearest pleasures is singing during Sunday
worship, but these sessions deepened my
appreciation of the way hymns reflect the history
of the church and express our theology. Each
morning reminded me of how singing together we
are part of a larger community, one that was
present in that room, but also spans centuries and
continents. 
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DPC Year In ReviewDPC Year In Review

Click the image above to watch a
fun video that will allow you to

relive and explore all that
happened here from June 2025 to

June 2026, which serves as our
program year.

Sitting among old and new
friends, I felt again just
how connected we are.
Many thanks to Becca and
Joanne for organizing a
wonderful seminar and to
Dr. Paul Rorem for sharing
his expertise in such a
clear and personal way.
One side note: I do think
he was a tad surprised by
the heartiness of our
singing. We are indeed a
singing church!”

Reflection by DPC Elder Luray Gross 

A look back at Summer Spiritual Renewal Presented by The Perennials of DPC

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHJwDncZo0/JNv_zjbaYOfjK7573xNQAg/view?utm_content=DAHJwDncZo0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h2acbab5f9b
https://youtu.be/PTWLgD8hB-k?si=xz00KiYBgzouCN0J


BOOKS ARE YOUR
SUMMER PASSPORT 

TO ANYWHERE!
 
Come see us at the outdoor Library Table in the Church
Yard every Sunday after the 9:30 worship service, and

turn up the heat on your summer reading list! 
New releases, beach reads, and outdoor adventures

are waiting just for you. Sip a lemonade, and check out
the titles for all ages that will make you want to dive in

and lose yourself this summer, reading books from
your very own church library.
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happeningW H A T ’ S
A T

We continue the beloved DPC tradition honoring our
denomination's Scottish roots as we gather on July 19 at

9:30 am during a unique time of worship. Together we
share in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, enjoy music

from a traditional Scottish ensemble, and gather for
shortbread in the churchyard. Interested in sharing your

own shortbread with the congregation? Just bring a
batch to the church office during business hours during

the week by July 15.
 

Scottish Communion

Shortbread Recipe
4 cups all-purpose flour
2 cups butter, softened
1 1/4 cup confectioners’ sugar
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Into a large bowl,
measure all ingredients. With hands, knead
ingredients until well blended (dough will be
soft). Pat down evenly into a 9x13” baking pan.
With fork, prick dough in many places.
Bake about 45 minutes or until golden. While
still warm, cut into pieces. Remove when cool.
Freezes well!

July 19

When the fall season rolls
around and DPC returns to
two worship services each
Sunday, the Hospitality team
will need volunteers to help
with Sacred Grounds
coffee/refreshments on the
bridge.

This ministry is a great way to get to know people
and to foster a welcoming sense of community
among DPC members and visitors. 

If interested in learning more about becoming a
Hospitality Assistant, please contact 
Chris Graham-Rawlings at chrisr@dtownpc.org.

mailto:chrisr@dtownpc.org
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happeningW H A T ’ S
A T

Friday Walk and Talk Group.  
This ongoing fellowship group will
continue to meet at Hanusey Park
in Doylestown Friday mornings at
8:30 am (continuing on June 12).
This is a perfect way to connect

with friends or make new ones. No
RSVP required. Just stop by! 

DPC Moms Labyrinth Walk. Moms are invited
to join Pastor Mac on Saturday, August 8 at
8 am for a meditative labyrinth walk at the
community labyrinth in town. We meet at

corner of S. Pine Street and E. Ashland Street
in the borough. Join fellow moms as we start

our day in calm, reflective community
together. This would be rain or shine, so come

with umbrellas or rain gear, as needed!

Rising Nation River Journey 2026. Join with other DPC
members in Frenchtown, NJ to witness the Signing of a Treaty
of Renewed Friendship organized by the Lenape Nation of
Pennsylvania and supported by DPC’s Matthew 25 Committee.
This event only happens every four years. The significance is
not just the two-week, 330 mile journey down the Delaware, it
is also the signing of a treaty that marks the brotherhood
between the Lenape Nation and the people living along the
river. The stop in Frenchtown on August 9 is at 3:00 pm. This is
an opportunity for families to participate in a very meaningful
event. 

DPC at the Ironpigs Game. Those looking for
a casual baseball experience can catch a Lehigh
Valley Ironpigs on August 29! Minor League
baseball can be major fun and some actually
prefer the atmosphere. The game is at Coca-Cola
Park in Allentown at 6:35 pm against the Syracuse
Mets.

For full details about both of these baseball
outings and to register for tickets today, visit:
www.dtownpc.org/baseball-games or visit the
events section on the homepage.

DPC at the Phillies Game - There are
still a few tickets left! The Phillies are
knocking on the door of 1  place!
Come and join in the crew of 30
already signed up to cheer on the
team on Friday, July 24 at 6:40 pm
against the Yankees.

st

http://www.dtownpc.org/baseball-games


Music  & Music ‌& TheArts TheArts 

Journeying Hymn Stories: This is My Story! 
This is My Song! Join Rev. Dr. Mina Choi on a four-
week journey with important hymn writers who
have shaped our spiritual lives. From classic
hymns to more recent ones, we will explore a
variety of hymn texts and discover how they
deepen and inform our relationship with God. We
will also learn how many hymn writers composed
their most inspiring texts during the most
challenging seasons of their lives. Class meets
each Sunday July 19 - August 9 at 10:30 am in the
choir room. 
 

Junior Organist of the Week. You may have noticed
some new faces at the organ and fingers on the keys
in recent weeks. During certain services, kids with a
desire to learn more about the instrument and how
it helps to shine the light of Christ, have joined
Jason on the bench. Great work by Arthur and Julia
so far. Next up this Sunday is Dawn! 
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Summer Choir. Are you looking for an easy going,
yet meaningful musical experience but don’t have
time for a steady commitment? If so, just arrive in
the sanctuary by 9 am on Sundays throughout the
summer season to learn a simple anthem to be
sung during the 9:30 am service. Youth (entering
6th grade and above) and adults all welcome - no
experience needed! Childcare is available. So far,
we’ve had a great turnout but there’s plenty of
room for you up in the chancel!

America The Beautiful. The next Celebrate the
Arts Visual Display is now beautifying the walls of
the Celtic Cross Room. It features photos or art
showing families’ travels around the United States
Be sure to check it out and keep watch for details
of the next exhibit if you are interested in
submitting artwork. 
 

Hymn Sing! This summer we continue to offer a
monthly hymn sing before the start of worship.
June’s sing was a fun and energetic way to kick off our
Sunday worship experience. So come a few minutes
early on July 26, August 9, and September 6 to join
in! We will ask for favorite hymns from the
congregation so find your favorites in the hymnal and
be ready to sing out for joy!

Spring Workshop and Concert. DPC is thrilled to
welcome composer Karen Marrolli who will lead
a weekend-long event on May 22 and May 23,
2027. Mark your calendar! If you’d like to learn
more or be alerted when signups open next year,
visit www.dtownpc.org/marrolli to be added to
the alert list.

http://www.dtownpc.org/marrolli


 

On July 19, our Community Meal begins at 11 am in Fellowship Hall. If you’d like to get
involved in this month’s meal, visit bit.ly/DPC-CM to sign up to volunteer—or just plan
to stop by for lunch!
 
That same Sunday, please drive by under the Bridge and drop off your nonperishable
food donations for the Bucks Country Housing Group’s Pantry. No sign up needed. In
June, we donated 410 pounds. Thank you for helping our neighbors! For the July
collection, BCHG could use coffee and tea, cereals, bottled (no glass jars please)
juices, condiments and salad dressings, toiletries, soap, paper products, and cleaning
supplies, in addition to canned goods.

In June, at our Tuesday Caring for Friends packing, 7 volunteers assembled 51 meals
from casseroles, vegetables, and side dishes made by members of the congregation.
We welcome new volunteers--our next packing date is July 21. Email
dpc@dtownpc.org if you’d like to volunter - subject line “CFF”

Doylestown
Community

Food Collection
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On June 5, nine intrepid volunteers spread out over several Doylestown
Borough neighborhoods to distribute 625 grocery bags for food
donations to the Bucks County Housing Group Pantry. Then, on June 7,
18 mighty volunteers collected 203 of those filled bags—giving a total of
2,080 pounds of much needed support for those in need.
Congratulations!

FoodFood
Fellowship Fellowship 
and

During July we are collecting school supplies (backpacks,
etc.) for Bethel Presbyterian and Hunting Park Christian
Academy, two of our Philadelphia mission partners.
Please see bit.ly/DPC-SS for our list of requested items.
Collection boxes will be in the Andrews Hall vestibule.
Return date is August 6, so we can include them in the
Blessings of the Backpacks during Sunday worship.
 

CollectionCollectionSchool SuppliesSchool SuppliesSchool Supplies

http://bit.ly/DPC-CM
mailto:dpc@dtownpc.org
http://bit.ly/DPC-SS
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Americans for Native Americans Garden Party
You are invited to ANA’s Garden Party on August 15 at Bev and Jeff Fulgham’s
home, Happiness Farm. The event promises to be a fun-filled gathering.
Delectable hors d'oeuvres will be served by THE Catering Company while you are
being entertained with live jazz music by the Glenn McClelland Trio! There will be
lots of wonderful items in the silent and live auction. For tickets ($100 per
person), please email AmericansForNativeAmericans@gmail.com

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) urges your
support in response to the earthquakes in Venezuela.
PDA is coordinating an emergency response with local
partners and the Latin America and Caribbean forum of
ACT Alliance. Emergency response includes shelter,
food, medicines, WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene)
and more. The destruction is significant, it will take
years to recover—and PDA will be there, supporting our
partners. Gifts can be made online by going to
bit.ly/PRESVEN or by phone at (800) 872-3283, or by
check made payable to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
with "DR999999 - Venezuela” written on the memo line
and mailed to: PC(USA), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA
15264-3700.
 

Venezuela Earthquake Relief

The American Red Cross will be in Fellowship
Hall on Wednesday, August 26, from 12-6
pm. Schedule now and sign up to give the

gift of life!
www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
mailto:AmericansForNativeAmericans@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/PRESVEN
http://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/find-drive
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Children’s MinistryChildren’s MinistryChildren’s Ministry
Looking back...Looking back...Looking back... What’s coming up?What’s coming up?What’s coming up?

Throughout the summer Children’sThroughout the summer Children’s
Worship Time is hosting a Book Club! EachWorship Time is hosting a Book Club! Each
child receives a journal to keep track ofchild receives a journal to keep track of
book titles, can write or draw predictionsbook titles, can write or draw predictions
of what’s going to happen, and can writeof what’s going to happen, and can write
or draw their favorite parts of the book.or draw their favorite parts of the book.
There are cozy corners to read quietlyThere are cozy corners to read quietly
and sometimes the kids enjoy being readand sometimes the kids enjoy being read
to. There are games and snacks too!to. There are games and snacks too!

Throughout the summer Children’s
Worship Time is hosting a Book Club! Each
child receives a journal to keep track of
book titles, can write or draw predictions
of what’s going to happen, and can write
or draw their favorite parts of the book.
There are cozy corners to read quietly
and sometimes the kids enjoy being read
to. There are games and snacks too!

It was the perfect day for youngIt was the perfect day for young
families to meet at Hanusey Park for afamilies to meet at Hanusey Park for a
Family Picnic!Family Picnic!  

It was the perfect day for young
families to meet at Hanusey Park for a
Family Picnic! 

June 21June 21June 21

Children’s Worship Time took a breakChildren’s Worship Time took a break
from Book Club to make centerpiecesfrom Book Club to make centerpieces
for the Community Meal.for the Community Meal.  

Children’s Worship Time took a break
from Book Club to make centerpieces
for the Community Meal. 

Summer Camp! VBS 9am-Noon for age 4-Summer Camp! VBS 9am-Noon for age 4-
entering 6entering 6  grade & Acting Up! Drama Camp grade & Acting Up! Drama Camp
12pm-3pm for grades 1-entering 612pm-3pm for grades 1-entering 6  Spots still Spots still
available. Sign up at www.dtownpc.org!available. Sign up at www.dtownpc.org!

thth

th.th.

Summer Camp! VBS 9am-Noon for age 4-
entering 6  grade & Acting Up! Drama Camp
12pm-3pm for grades 1-entering 6  Spots still
available. Sign up at www.dtownpc.org!

th

th.

July 22July 22July 22
Wednesday Club (2nd-5Wednesday Club (2nd-5  graders) meet at the graders) meet at the
Labyrinth (corner of Pine & Ashland Streets) thenLabyrinth (corner of Pine & Ashland Streets) then
walk to Annie’s Water Ice (187 S. Clinton Street),walk to Annie’s Water Ice (187 S. Clinton Street),  

thth

5-6 pm. Pick up is at Annie’s. Families welcome to5-6 pm. Pick up is at Annie’s. Families welcome to
come to Burpee Park afterwards.come to Burpee Park afterwards.

Wednesday Club (2nd-5  graders) meet at the
Labyrinth (corner of Pine & Ashland Streets) then
walk to Annie’s Water Ice (187 S. Clinton Street), 

th

5-6 pm. Pick up is at Annie’s. Families welcome to
come to Burpee Park afterwards.

Family Fellowship at Burpee Park (51 S. ChurchFamily Fellowship at Burpee Park (51 S. Church
Street) for families with younger children, 5-6 pm.Street) for families with younger children, 5-6 pm.
Meet in the pavilion. We’ll have popsicles! Feel freeMeet in the pavilion. We’ll have popsicles! Feel free
to stay later, bring a picnic dinner and enjoyto stay later, bring a picnic dinner and enjoy
fellowship with other families.fellowship with other families.

Family Fellowship at Burpee Park (51 S. Church
Street) for families with younger children, 5-6 pm.
Meet in the pavilion. We’ll have popsicles! Feel free
to stay later, bring a picnic dinner and enjoy
fellowship with other families.

July 24July 24July 24
All-Church fun watching the Phillies vs. Yankees.All-Church fun watching the Phillies vs. Yankees.All-Church fun watching the Phillies vs. Yankees.
August 29August 29August 29
All-Church event at the Iron Pigs game, 6:35 pmAll-Church event at the Iron Pigs game, 6:35 pm
start.start.
All-Church event at the Iron Pigs game, 6:35 pm
start.
Click Click HEREHERE to get your tickets to both games! to get your tickets to both games!Click HERE to get your tickets to both games!
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http://www.dtownpc.org/baseball-games


Youth Ministries
What we’ve been doing Continuing & Coming Up

Youth in grades 6-12 are welcome
to stop by for a few minutes or the
whole time Sunday mornings
between 9 and 9:29. You may see
some Pop-Tart socks around
church. Stop in to get your free
pair!

Pop-Tarts in the Parlor!

Member Jan Chapman led us in
some cookie baking and
decorating. Cookies were taken
home as a sweet Father’s Day gift
while others were enjoyed at the
Community Meal. 

June 19

Register today!

This is going to be a meaningful
time of service for 6-8th graders.
Register at www.dtownpc.org. The
cost is $50 for gas and a daily sweet
treat (Scholarships available). Email
Katy Schafer with questions at
KatyS@dtownpc.org. 

Pop-Tarts in the Parlor &
Summer Singing continue
through August 30!

Summer Camp 2026!
Volunteers
needed age 12+.
We’d love to have
you! Email Katy
for details and to
sign up!
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Our search for a full-time Youth Director continues, and we wanted to share an
update with the congregation.

First, thank you to our Youth Director Search Task Force Meredith Gapsis, Larry
King, and Andy Smith. Since December 2025, this dedicated group has invested
countless hours reviewing applications, interviewing candidates, praying together,
and discerning who God might be calling to this important ministry. We are deeply
grateful for their commitment and care throughout this process.

Over the past several months, we have had the privilege of getting to know ten
strong candidates. While we have met many gifted individuals, we have not yet
found the right fit, for either the candidate or our congregation. As difficult as that
can be, we remain committed to finding the right person rather than simply filling
the position. This has also provided a wonderful opportunity for us to see the
landscape of youth ministry in 2026 and helping ourselves to understand that a
framework that sustained youth ministry in the past decades are not practices that
will sustain youth ministry in the future. Youth do need space to be themselves and
grow in their own faith and at the same time they need dependable relationships
with adults who are wiling to share their faith with them, that means worshiping
alongside them, learning alongside them, and having fun alongside them. We invite
you into this new framework as well as you will keep seeing youth involved in all of
DPC as well as leaders needed to be in the youth space as well. 

We also want to express our sincere thanks to Katy Schafer for faithfully serving as
our Interim Youth Director. Her leadership has given us the gift of time to conduct a
thoughtful search while continuing to provide meaningful ministry for our youth.
A special thank you goes to our youth as well. Many of them have participated in
interviews by taking part in "mock" youth group gatherings with candidates. While
these weren't actual youth group meetings, the conversations, laughter, and
relationships formed during those evenings were very real. Our students have
represented our church with honesty, warmth, and enthusiasm, and their voices
have been an important part of the search process.

As we move forward, we ask for your continued prayers for our search team, for the
person God is preparing, and for our youth ministry during this season of
discernment.

If you know someone who may be called to this ministry or would be a great fit for
Doylestown Presbyterian Church, we would love to hear from you. Our Youth
Director position description is available on the church website, and we welcome
your recommendations and referrals.

We trust that God is already at work, and we look forward with hope to welcoming
the right person when the time is right.
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Youth Director
An Update from Pastor Becca BatemanAn Update from Pastor Becca Bateman

The Search for DPC’s Next
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Mission Statement: Be a bridge for Christ and a
beacon of His love.
Vision Statement: A growing community of disciples
engaged in worship, service, and care.
www.dtownpc.org    215-348-3531

Ministry 

in Motion!

Dennis Parenti’s garage once
again was the storage spot for
200+ bags filled with groceries
donated by borough residents

during DPC’s third annual
Community Food Collection.
More than 2,000 lbs of food
were donated to the Bucks

County Housing Group! Thank
you to all who distributed and

collected the bags.

Brian Reiff’s latest creations
for the DPC Summer Camp

backdrops will transport
everyone to the Wild West
next week. Let’s pray for all

the kids and volunteers!

The Scouts Boy Scout Troop 48,
chartered by DPC held a full and

proper US Flag Retirement
Ceremony at the Pine Run

LakeView community. The troop
issued a thank you to the

congregation as many of the
flags were donated by DPC

members. 

Some scenes from last month’s
Doylestown Pride Block Party

where DPC once again partnered
with other local bodies of faith to
celebrate God’s message of love.

https://www.facebook.com/dtownpc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtAguQCalfAk8Mg7gbWBQxw
https://www.instagram.com/dtownpc/
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