
Books on Race, Racism, and Anti-racism for Children 
 
 
 

Books for ages 3+ 
 

 
All The Colors We Are, by Katie Kissinger 
This book offers children a simple, scientifically accurate explanation 
about how our skin color is determined by our ancestors, the sun, and 
melanin. Reading this book frees children from the myths and 
stereotypes associated with skin color and helps them build positive 
identities as they accept, understand, and value our rich and diverse 
world. Unique activity ideas are included to help you extend the 
conversation with children. 
 

 
 
 
Different Differenter: An Activity Book About Skin Color, by Jyoti Gupta 
A parent-child activity book that presents creative ways to learn about identities 
through skin color and how our differences make us interesting.  
 
 
 
 

 
The Name Jar, by Yangsook Choi 
Being the new kid in school is hard enough, but what about when nobody can 
pronounce your name? Having just moved from Korea, Unhei is anxious that 
American kids will like her. So instead of introducing herself on the first day of 
school, she tells the class that she will choose a name by the following week. Her 
new classmates are fascinated by this no-name girl and decide to help out by 
filling a glass jar with names for her to pick from. But while Unhei practices being 
a Suzy, Laura, or Amanda, one of her classmates comes to her neighborhood and 
discovers her real name and its special meaning. On the day of her name 
choosing, the name jar has mysteriously disappeared. Encouraged by her new 
friends, Unhei chooses her own Korean name and helps everyone pronounce it--
"Yoon-Hey. 

 
 
 

Black is a Rainbow Color, by Angela Joy 
A child reflects on the meaning of being Black in this moving and powerful anthem 
about a people, a culture, a history, and a legacy that lives on. 
 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Colors-Todos-colores-nuestra-piel/dp/160554079X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=all+the+colors+that+we+are&qid=1619102200&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Differenter-Activity-about-Color/dp/173256440X
https://www.amazon.com/Name-Jar-Yangsook-Choi/dp/0440417996/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+name+jar&qid=1619103055&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Rainbow-Color-Angela-Joy/dp/1626726310/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=black+is+a+rainbow&qid=1619103291&s=books&sr=1-1


 
 

The Night Is Yours, by Abdul-Razak Zachariah 
This lyrical text, narrated to a young girl named Amani by her father, follows her 
as she plays an evening game of hide-and-seek with friends at her apartment 
complex. The moon's glow helps Amani find the last hidden child, and seems 
almost like a partner to her in her game, as well as a spotlight pointing out her 
beauty and strength. This is a gorgeous bedtime read-aloud about joy and family 
love and community, and most of all about feeling great in your own skin. 
 
 

 
 
 

Don’t Touch My Hair!, by Sharee Miller 
An entertaining picture book that teaches the importance of asking for permission first 
as a young girl attempts to escape the curious hands that want to touch her hair. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Colors of Us, by Karen Katz 

Seven-year-old Lena is going to paint a picture of herself. She wants to use brown paint for 
her skin. But when she and her mother take a walk through the neighborhood, Lena learns 
that brown comes in many different shades. Through the eyes of a little girl who begins to 
see her familiar world in a new way, this book celebrates the differences and similarities 
that connect all people. *Available in the DPC library  
 
 

 
 
 
Where Are You From, by Yamile Saled Mendez  

This book tells the story of one girl who constantly gets asked a simple question 
that doesn’t have a simple answer.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

Amazing Grace, by Mary Hoffman 

Grace loves stories, whether they're from books, movies, or the kind her grandmother 
tells. So when she gets a chance to play a part in Peter Pan, she knows exactly who she 
wants to be. Remarkable watercolor illustrations give full expression to Grace's high-flying 
imagination. *Available in the DPC library  
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Night-Yours-Abdul-Razak-Zachariah/dp/0525552715/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+night+is+yours&qid=1619103347&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Touch-Hair-Sharee-Miller/dp/0316562580/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=don%27t+touch+my+hair&qid=1619103413&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Colors-Us-Karen-Katz/dp/0805071636/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+colors+of+us&qid=1619103581&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Are-Yamile-Saied-Méndez/dp/0062839934/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=where+are+you+from&qid=1619103612&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Amazing-Grace-Grace-picture-Books-Hoffman-ebook/dp/B014QKIECK/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=amazing+grace&qid=1619103850&s=books&sr=1-1


 

Books for Ages 8+  
 

 
Stamped (for Kids): Racism, Antiracism, and You, by Sonja Cherry-Paul, Jason 
Reynolds, and Ibram X. Kendi 
Adapted from the groundbreaking bestseller Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, this 
book takes readers on a journey from present to past and back again. Kids will discover 
where racist ideas came from, identify how they impact America today, and meet those 
who have fought racism with antiracism. Along the way, they’ll learn how to identify and 
stamp out racist thoughts in their own lives. 
 

 
 

 
 
Can I Touch Your Hair? Poems of Race, Mistakes, and Friendship, by Irene Latham 
Two poets, one white and one black, explore race and childhood in this must-have 
collection tailored to provoke thought and conversation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History, by Vashti Harrison 

Little Leaders: Exceptional Men in Black History, by Vashti Harrison 
Little Leaders tells true stories trailblazing black men and women in 
American history. Readers will find heroes, role models, and everyday 
people who did extraordinary things. Whether they were putting pen 
to paper, soaring through the air or speaking up for the rights of 
others, the men and women profiled were all taking a stand against a 
world that didn't always accept them. 
 

 
 
 
 
Black Brother, Black Brother, by Jewell Parker Rhodes  

A powerful coming-of-age story about two brothers, one who presents as white, the 
other as black, and the complex ways in which they are forced to navigate the world, 
all while training for a fencing competition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Can-Touch-Your-Hair-Friendship/dp/151240442X/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=can+i+touch+your+hair&qid=1619108458&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Kids-Racism-Antiracism-You/dp/0316167584/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=stamped+for+kids&qid=1619108434&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0316475149/ref=emc_b_5_i
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Leaders-History-Vashti-Harrison/dp/0316475114/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=little+leaders&qid=1619108493&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Brother-Jewell-Parker-Rhodes/dp/0316493791/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=black+brother+black+brother&qid=1619108531&s=books&sr=1-1


Books for Ages 12+ 
 
 

Piecing Me Together, by Renee Watson 

Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to 
succeed. Her mother tells her to take advantage of every opportunity that comes 
her way. And Jade has: every day she rides the bus away from her friends and to 
the private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of 
opportunities. But some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an 
invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" girls. Just 
because her mentor is black and graduated from the same high school doesn't 
mean she understands where Jade is coming from. She's tired of being singled out 
as someone who needs help, someone people want to fix. Jade wants to speak, to 
create, to express her joys and sorrows, her pain and her hope. Maybe there are 
some things she could show other women about understanding the world and 
finding ways to be real, to make a difference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Boy, by Emmanuel Acho 
Approaching every awkward, taboo, and uncomfortable question with openness and 
patience, Emmanuel Acho connects his own experience with race and racism―from 
attending majority-white prep schools to his time in the NFL playing on majority-black 
football teams―to insightful lessons in black history and black culture. Uncomfortable 
Conversations with a Black Boy is just one way young readers can begin to short circuit 
racism within their own lives and communities. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Harbor Me, by Jaqueline Woodson 
It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by themselves, with no 
adults to listen in. There, in the room they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A 
Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe to talk about what's bothering them--
everything from Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to 
Amari's fears of racial profiling and Ashton's adjustment to his changing family 
fortunes. When the six are together, they can express the feelings and fears they 
have to hide from the rest of the world. And together, they can grow braver and 
more ready for the rest of their lives. 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Piecing-Me-Together-RenÃ©-Watson-ebook/dp/B01NGUHJSI/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XKIM4689E9KL&dchild=1&keywords=piecing+me+together&qid=1619108554&s=books&sprefix=piecing+me+%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncomfortable-Conversations-Black-Emmanuel-Acho/dp/1250801060
https://www.amazon.com/Harbor-Me-Jacqueline-Woodson-ebook/dp/B0782VPNF9/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=harbor+me&qid=1619108796&s=books&sr=1-1


 
This Side of Home, by Renee Watson 

Maya Younger and her identical twin sister, Nikki, have always agreed on the 
important things. Friends. Boys. School. They even plan to attend the same 
historically African American college. But nothing can always remain the same. 
As their Portland neighborhood goes from rough-and-tumble to up-and-coming, 
Maya feels her connection to Nikki and their community slipping away. Nikki 
spends more time at trendy coffee shops than backyard barbecues, and their new 
high school principal is more committed to erasing the neighborhood’s "ghetto" 
reputation than honoring its history. Home doesn’t feel like home anymore. As 
Maya struggles to hold on to her black heritage, she begins to wonder with 
whom--or where--she belongs. Does growing up have to mean growing apart? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 
The construct of race has always been used to gain and keep power, to create 
dynamics that separate and silence. This remarkable reimagining of Dr. Ibram X. 
Kendi's National Book Award-winning Stamped from the Beginning reveals the 
history of racist ideas in America, and inspires hope for an antiracist future. It takes 
you on a race journey from then to now, shows you why we feel how we feel, and 
why the poison of racism lingers. It also proves that while racist ideas have always 
been easy to fabricate and distribute, they can also be discredited.  
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative written by beloved award-
winner Jason Reynolds, this book shines a light on the many insidious forms of racist 
ideas--and on ways readers can identify and stamp out racist thoughts in their daily 
lives. *Available in the DPC library 
 
 
 

 
 

Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults), by Bryan Stevenson 
In this very personal work--adapted from the original #1 bestseller--acclaimed 
lawyer and social justice advocate Bryan Stevenson offers a glimpse into the lives 
of the wrongfully imprisoned and his efforts to fight for their freedom. Stevenson's 
story is one of working to protect basic human rights for the most vulnerable 
people in American society--the poor, the wrongly convicted, and those whose 
lives have been marked by discrimination and marginalization. Through this 
adaptation, young people of today will find themselves called to action and 
compassion in the pursuit of justice. *Available in the DPC library  
 
 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/This-Side-Home-Renée-Watson/dp/1619639300/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=this+side+of+home&qid=1619109034&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Antiracism-National-Award-winning-Beginning-ebook/dp/B07WR8LTCZ/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=stamped&qid=1619109729&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults-ebook/dp/B0796DGTHG/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=just+mercy+adapted&qid=1619109891&s=books&sr=1-1


 

 

 

Mexican WhiteBoy, by Matt de la Pena 
Mexican WhiteBoy is a story of friendship, acceptance, and the struggle to find your 
identity in a world of definitions. Danny is constantly out of place, or at least that's how 
he sees it. He has a gift for pitching-his lanky arms can throw a baseball fast enough to get 
noticed by any coach or college scout-but he loses his cool on the mount. His mother is a 
blue-eyed blonde, but the color of his skin sets him apart at the private school he attends 
in San Diego, where he isn't "white enough." He isn't "Mexican enough" for the barrio 
either though. He looks Mexican so everyone assumes he speaks Spanish, but he doesn't. 
He can throw a baseball 95 miles per hour but isn't on any team. All in all, he is out of 
place. When he spends the summer with relatives in his dad's old neighborhood, Danny 
becomes convinced that if he saves up enough money he can go to Mexico and find his 
father. Danny is desperate to find his place in this world and develop a sense of self. 
 

 
The Lions of Little Rock, by Kristin Levine 
As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it feels like her whole 
world is falling apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is everything Marlee 
wishes she could be: she's brave, brash and always knows the right thing to say. But when 
Liz leaves school without even a good-bye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for 
white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She just wants her friend back. And to stay 
friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take on segregation and the dangers their 
friendship could bring to both their families. 
 

 
 
 
It’s Trevor Noah: Born a Crime, by Trevor Noah 
The host of The Daily Show, Trevor Noah, shares his personal story and the injustices he 
faced while growing up half black, half white in South Africa under and after apartheid in 
this New York Times bestselling young readers' adaptation of his adult memoir. 
 
 
 
 

 
Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the 1965 Selma Voting Rights March, 
by Lynda Blackmon Lowery 
One of the youngest participants in the 1965 voting rights march in Alabama, Lowery 
provides a moving first-person account of her experience. Lowery effectively conveys the 
enormity of the injustices in her world and the danger that those she knew encountered 
daily and shows what people, including children, are capable of when they stand 
together. Readers will appreciate what the author endured, including being jailed nine 
times before she turned 15. Lowery includes many intricate details, such as what the 
marchers ate and where they slept. 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Mexican-WhiteBoy-Matt-Peña-ebook/dp/B001F76TXO/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=mexican+white+boy&qid=1619109954&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Its-Trevor-Noah-Stories-Childhood/dp/0525582193/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=born+a+crime+young+adult&qid=1619108760&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lions-Little-Rock-Kristin-Levine/dp/0142424358/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=the+lions+of+little+rock&qid=1619110044&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Turning-15-Road-Freedom-Voting-ebook/dp/B00KWG9J3Q/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1OPR5YX90ANF9&dchild=1&keywords=turning+15+on+the+road+to+freedom&qid=1619110165&s=books&sprefix=turning+15+on+the+ro%2Cstripbooks%2C151&sr=1-2


The pictures of each book are linked to the Amazon webpage, where the descriptions were taken from. All 
books can be purchased from our local Doylestown Bookshop or online. If you have a resource to add, please 
reach out to info@dtownpc.org with “Matthew 25” in the subject line.  
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